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Back in the classrooms again
Committee of Visitors meets at the Law School
Approximately 50 members of
the Law School's Committee of
Visitors returned to Ann Arbor
for an October annual meeting
that featured classroom visits,
discussions on curriculum, talks
with students and faculty, dinners at Dominick's, the Union,
and the Lawyers Club, and last,
but certainly not least, Michigan
football.
The schedule was consonant
with the purposes stated at the
committee's 1962 founding. It
was to serve, Law Quadrangle
Notes reported, as an alumni
body that would convene once a
year to "examine the Law
School's program of undergraduate, graduate and continuing legal
education ... ; its contribution
to the legal profession and the
improvement of law and society;
and its relationship to its
alumni."
Members of the Committee of
Visitors are appointed by the
president of the University and
serve a two-year term. Following
a two-year reappointment, they
enter "alumni" status. The current
committee's members, 194 in
number, span 52 years of graduating classes from 1924 to 1975
and come from all parts of the
country. This year's appointees
are: Edward Bransilver (J.D. '59),
William J. Delancey (J.D. '40),
Hurticene Hardaway (J.D. '75),
Eugene L. Hartwig (J.D. '58),
James P. Kennedy (J.D. '59), Robert P. Luciano (J.D. '58),
Richard H. May (J.D. '60), Richard W. Odgers (J.D. '61), Mary M.
Waterstone (J.D. '65), and Jane S.
Whitman (J.D. '52).
For Dean Terrance Sandalow,
the committee is "a valuable
sounding board ... a group of
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thoughtful alumni from whom the
faculty and I can get the reactions
of able lawyers to the issues we
are, or should be, thinking about
at the school. In the five years
that I've been dean," he says,
"I've found it very useful."
Both Sandal ow' s view of the
committee and the program
designed for its three-day meeting emphasize the symbiotic
relationship between alumni and
alma mater, the sense of mutual
responsibility for school and
profession that bind them
together.
,
And so, after class visits and a
luncheon that featured, strictly
in order of appearance, fillet of
sole and Professor Lee Bollinger
on the First Amendment implications of prepublication review
(see article, page 34), the commit-
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tee repaired to Hutchins Hall for
a state of the Law School talk
by the Dean.
Indicating that the seven retirements of the last three years have
represented a "substantial loss"
for the Law School, Sandalow
went on to describe the period
upon which the school is embarking as "one of great opportunity
for us, a chance to make Michigan even stronger than it is now"
through new appointments.
As evidence of the school's
strength, he cited its continued
ability, in the face of Michigan's
uncertain economic climate, to
attract first-rank scholars like
James Krier and James B. White,
both of whom joined the faculty
this year. He expressed the hope
that future appointments would
increase the number of women
and minorities on the faculty
while further broadening the
diversity of intellectual perspectives represented at the school.
Like some other highly selective schools, Michigan

What should a law school teach? From the left: Professors David Chambers, James
Krier, Terrance Sanda/ow, John Reed, and Francis Allen discuss the question.
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New committee member Eugene Hartwig
talked with first-year student Dean Van
Drasek before dinner at Dominick's .

experienced a drop last year in
the number of applications for
space in the first-year class, Sandalow told the committee. The
quality of the class is undiminished, however. The previous
academic records and LSAT scores
of the entering class are at the
same levels as those of other
recent classes. Sandalow reported
with satisfaction that the school
was able to meet the financial
need of every applicant through a
combination of guaranteed student loans and grants . He
expressed concern, however, that
a loan debt estimated at $20,000
by graduation-now about the
average for students who receive
financial aid-might make lowincome college students reluctant
to attend Michigan despite the
degree's considerable earning
potential. The average salary for
Michigan law graduates immediately upon graduation, he pointed
out, is higher than the current
average income of lawyers in the
state of Michigan.
Proving that the more things
change the more they stay the
same, the committee listened, following Sandalow's talk, to a
faculty panel discussion on
curriculum-a subject that figured on the agenda of its first
meeting some 21 years ago.
Panelist Francis Allen wryly noted

Alan I. Rothenberg, Mrs. Theodore Sachs, and Dean Terrance Sanda/ow chatted with
the Hon . G. Mennen Williams at lunch in the Michigan Union.

Left to right: Committee members Frank Jackson, Hurticene Hardaway, Theodore
Sachs, and Leon Irish concentrate on the Dean's "State of the Law School" address.

that the topic has come up for
"melancholy" review over the
entire span of his career, which
he laughingly dated from the time
of the Peloponnesian War.
The panel chaired by Sandalow
was anything but melancholy,
however, in its consideration of
the issues. Allen, David Chambers, James Krier, and John Reed
responded thoughtfully and,
often, passionately to the questions Sandalow posed: Does
curriculum matter? Should the
Law School require certain
courses for second- and third-year

students? Should law schools
specialize? Should this one offer
more Psychology? Sociology?
Economics?
The answers to these questions
included the case, presented by
James Krier, for a second- and
third-year curriculum that might
"provide a liberal education ...
for people whose opinions will
shape society," and concerns,
voiced by John Reed, about the
wisdom of offering "remedial
culture."
David Chambers cited alumni
survey responses that suggest the
21
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school enhance the "skills-related
portion" of the curriculum. "Our
graduates need more work on fact
gathering, on interaction with
clients," he said. "The issue is,
Do they pick that up in the early
years of practice? I believe a large
number never develop as well as
they should." Cautioning against
the conclusion that the university
is necessarily the best place for
such skills training, Chambers
nonetheless outlined ways in
which the school might integrate
it into the present curriculum.
The discussion raised an even
more fundamental issue: What
should the primary goal of a legal
education be? Is it to tum out
successful bar examination candidates, to provide firms with
polished associates, or to provide
"the shaping and theory," as John
Reed put it, "for 45 years of
practice?"
Committee members' responses
to the discussion reflected a wide
diversity of opinion. There were
advocates of a practice-oriented
curriculum, as well as many votes
for the prevailing, more theoretical approach.
In the face of these divergent
views, Francis Allen saw fit to
remind the group that course
content is constantly adjusted by
the faculty . "Intra-course curricular change," he noted, "should
not be underestimated or undervalued, especially at a time when
there is a lack of consensus on
what changes should be made."
If the subject of curriculum
proved as intractable as everensuring its future reappearance
on committee agendas-the
debate was nonetheless
stimulating.
Subjects more amenable to tidy
conclusions do have their attractions, however; obligingly, in
Saturday's cool and rainy
weather, the Michigan football
team provided a decisive, if last
minute, victory over Iowa.
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Plain speaking
An alumnus makes the case for "readable writing"
Groucho Marx: Pay particular attention to this first clause because it's
most important. Says the-uh-the
party of the first part shall be known
in this indenture as the party of the
first part. How do you like that?
That's pretty neat, huh.
Chico Marx: I don't know. I don't even
have dentures. Let's hear it again.
Groucho: The party of the first part
should be known in this contract as
the party of the first part.
Chico: That sounds a little better this
time .
Groucho: Well, it grows on you. Would
you like to hear it again?
Chico: Just the first part.
Groucho: The party of the first part?
Chico: No, the first part of the party of
the first part.

* * * * "'
If you want to know where the
"Plain English" movement got
its start, tum to the Marx Brothers, says Charles Averbook, J.D.
'72, B.S.E. '69.
A verbook used their famous
Night at the Opera movie sketch
to begin a 1981 Florida Bar Journal
article on "Legalese vs. Clear,
Readable Writing" that has seen
considerable circulation since
then. Endorsed by no less a legal
luminary than U.S. Supreme
Court Justice (then nominee) Sandra Day O'Connor, the article
was so readable it was reprinted
in the California Bar's Litigation
Section Journal, the Iowa Bar Journal, the Iowa Association of Legal
Secretaries Newsletter, and the
New Jersey Bar Newsletter.
What Averbook espouses in his
article is a farewell to pomposity
and "words of art" that obfuscate

rather than clarify. The days of
the lawyer-alchemist, mystifying
clients with convoluted sentences
(or worse yet, non-sentences)
and arcane turns-of-phrase, are
numbered, he says. A sign of the
changing times: The Federal
Appeals Court for the Ninth Circuit refused to enforce a clause
in a real property lease that talked
about "subordination of the fee ."
Its rationale was the clause's
"gross uncertainty" and the parties' clear ability to spell out the
remedies referred to.
Like those states which have
legislated the use of clear, readable English in various types of
legal documents, Averbook disputes the contention that legalese
is more precise, and therefore
better, than its vernacular kin.
"Persuasion, explaining ideas,
documenting promises and defining obligations are a lawyer's
stock in trade," he states in the
article. "To pretend to communicate by using words that most
people do not understand does
not demonstrate great legal writing ability. It just shows fluency
in a foreign, archaic language.
When lawyers write legal documents or letters, they should use
words that communicate."
As the readable writing movement gains increasing publicity,
more and more legal consumers
are agreeing. Along with many
lawyers, they are discovering that
phrases like "in witness
whereof," "on the date first above
written," and even, in many
cases, the time-honored "know all
men by these presents" are not
required to make a document
legal. (The Michigan Bar Journal,
which devoted its entire November, 1983, issue to Plain English,
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included an article by another
Law School graduate, Diana Pratt,
J.D. '76, Director of the Legal
Research and Writing Project at
Wayne State University.)
The readable writing Averbook
advocates is a stylistic middle
ground between legalese and
Plain English. How is it defined?
Many simplified-communication
laws, Averbook notes, measure
readability by a test devised by
Columbia University Professor
Rudolph Flesch. The Flesch test
combines average number of
words per sentence with average
number of syllables per word to
derive a readability score. More,
needless to say, is less.
In the Florida Bar Journal, a
dip-and-save legal translator
offered an easy overview of some
of Averbook's suggested replacements for common legalese
expressions. It is reproduced here
in Law Quadrangle Notes. Averbook also presented these ideas
for turning legalese into clear,
readable prose:
• Use simple definitions and
then be consistent. "Don't refer to
the seller in one paragraph as the
'Seller,' in the next paragraph as
'Mr. Jones' and in the third paragraph as 'the Vendor,"' he warns.
• Use articles (the, this, that,
these, those) with nouns.
• Avoid the unneccesarily long
sentences English teachers call
"run-ons." Counsels Averbook:
"Rediscover the period."
Averbook's legal-and
writing-skills recently earned
him the position of vice president, ge!leral counsel and
secretary of Diversifoods, a publicly traded company headquartered in Chicago. Before joining Diversifoods, he was general
counsel at STP Corporation. He
has also been assistant general
counsel at Burger King Corporation in Miami and was an
associate with McDermott, Will
& Emery, Chicago.
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Alumni notes
DThe new president of the
Alumni Association of The University of Michigan is
Lawrence B. Lindemer.
Mr. Lind emer is vice president
and general counsel of Consumers
Power Company in Jackson,
Michigan. He holds his undergraduate degree, as well as his
J.D., from the University.
In the interim between obtaining the two degrees,
Mr. Lindemer served in the
United States Air Force. He
returned to Michigan to attend
law school in 1945. After graduation, he became assistant
prosecuting attorney for Ingham
County, Michigan. In 1951, he
was elected to the Michigan
House of Representatives. Two
years later he joined the staff of
the Hoover Commission in Washington, D.C.; in 1955 he entered
private practice. He was a partner
in Foster, Lindemer, Swift & Collins and predecessor firms
between 1955 and 1975. During
that time he also served as

Lawrence Lindemer

Republican State Chairman, was a
Republican candidate for State
Attorney General, and sat on the
Board of Regents of The University of Michigan.
Mr. Lindemer was commissioner of the State Bar of
Michigan from 1962 to 1970. He is

Presidents of the Alumni Association
who were graduates of the U-M Law School.
Levi L. Barbour '63, '65 Law, AM '76
Andrew McLaughlin '82, '85 Law
Victor H. Lane '74, '78 Law
Emory J. Hyde '04 Law
Christian F. Matthews '19, '21 Law
Walter G. Kirkbridge '00 Law
Glen M. Coulter '16, '20 Law
John P. O'Hara '14 Law
Joseph C. Hooper '25 Law
Frank J. Ortman '23, '25 Law
Reino Kolvunen '38 Law (Interim President)
Jack H. Shuler '40, '42 Law
Samuel Krugliak '38, '41 Law
Lawrence B. Lindemer '43, '48 Law
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a fellow of the American Bar
Foundation, a member of the
American Judicature Society and
a member of the Michigan State
Board of Ethics. He was a Justice
of the Michigan Supreme Court
in 1975-76. He is Director of the
Auto Club of Michigan; he
chaired the Governor's Special
Committee on Prison Disturbances, and now serves on the
Judicial Candidates Review Committee on Character, Fitness, and
Merit.
Presumably, the Alumni Association believes in the adage
which holds that if you want
something done well, you should
ask a busy person. They are also
following tradition in calling on
an alumnus of the Law School to
serve in the president's post. In
fact, the first president and the
first general secretary of the
Alumni Association were both
Law School graduates. Ralph C.
McAllaster of the class of 1887
served as general secretary in
1897-98. The first president was
Levi L. Barbour of the Law School
class of 1865. A record of the subsequent tradition is given here.
D Two Law School alumni, Wallace D. Riley, J.D. '52, and
Fred G. Buesser, Jr., J.D. '40,
were elected to important positions at the American Bar
Association's annual meeting last
August. Riley will serve a oneyear term as president of the
ABA, whose membership of
300,000 makes it the largest voluntary professional association in
the world. Buesser assumed the
chairmanship of the important
ABA Standing Committee on the
Federal Judiciary.
In addition to his U-M law
degree and two U-M business
administration degrees, Riley
holds a bachelor's degree from
the University of Chicago and a
Master of Laws degree from
George Washington University.
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He is a founding partner in the
general-practice law firm of Riley
and Roumell.
Long active in the ABA, Riley
has been a member of the policymaking House of Delegates since
1972. He was a member of the
Board of Governors from 1977 to
1980, chaired its Finance Committee in 1979-80, and served on its
Long Range Financial Planning
Committee from 1978 to 1980. He
also served on the ABA's Standing Committee on Judicial
Selection, Tenure and Compensation from 1962 to 1968, as well
as on other committees.
President of the State Bar of
Michigan in 1972-73, Riley also
served it in many other capacities, including an eight-year term
on its Board of Commissioners.
He has also been active in the
Federal Bar Association, of which
he was national vice president
in 1963-64. He has been a trustee
of the Federal Bar Foundation
since 1968.
A special assistant attorney
general for the state of Michigan
since 1969, Riley was a member
of Michigan's Board of State Can-

vassers from 1970 to 1983, serving
twice as its chairman.
Buesser, senior partner in the
Detroit and Bloomfield Hills law
firm of Buesser, Buesser, Snyder
& Blank, is also a former president of the State Bar of Michigan
as well as a former president of
the Detroit Bar Association.
As chairman of the Standing
Committee on the Federal Judiciary, he heads a 14-member unit
(one member for each federal
judicial circuit) charged with the
evaluation of prospective nominees for federal judgeships. The
President of the United States
sends candidates' names to the
Committee through the U.S.
Attorney General; the committee
then solicits the views of all segments of the Bar and makes a
recommendatioil to the Attorney
General. Its evaluation and recommendation is also made
available to the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary.
In addition to his other services
to the profession, since 1972
Buesser has been Michigan's delegate in the ABA House of
Delegates. A fellow of the Ameri-

D R. Arnold Kramer, J.D. '46,
has been elected chairman of the
board of the American Judicature
Society. He succeeds Martha Redfield Wallace of New York, its
chairman since 1981.
Founded in 1913, the AJS is a
national organization of more
than 30,000 concerned citizens
working to improve the administration of justice through
research, educational programs,
and publications.
Executive vice president and
general counsel of the Aluminum
Company of America, Kramer is a
former executive secretary of the
Tennessee Code Commission and
a member of the bar associations
in Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and
Knoxville, and of the American
Bar Association. He is also a
director of the Alcoa Foundation.

Wallace D. Riley

Fred G. Buesser, Jr.

R. Arnold Kramer

can College of Trial Lawyers, the
International Society of Barristers,
the American Bar Foundation,
and the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers, Buesser is
also a life member of the Federal
Judicial Conference for the Sixth
Circuit Court of Appeals.
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